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AVOID RABIES EXPOSURE 
Since the beginning of 2010, more wild animals than usual in Josephine County have 
tested positive for rabies.  A cluster of cases are occurring in the Cave Junction/Takilma 
area. 
 

Why should I be concerned about rabies? 

Rabies is a deadly viral disease that can be prevented but not cured.  The virus 
attacks the brain of warm-blooded animals, including people.   
 

How do you get exposed to rabies?   

When an animal has rabies, the virus is in the saliva (“spit”) and can be passed to 
other mammals (including humans) if the saliva enters open wounds, the mouth, 
nose or eyes of another animal or person.  A bite is typical, but it can be any contact 
with rabies-infected animal saliva.  Unvaccinated pets may acquire rabies by contact 
with wildlife, increasing the risk of exposure to their human owners. 

 

What should I do to avoid rabies exposure? 

 Vaccinate your pets/animals for rabies.  This is extremely important.  

 Watch wildlife from a distance. Don’t approach or attempt to handle wild 
animals (alive or dead).  

 Do not feed wild animals.  

 Keep garbage in secure containers and away from wildlife.  

 Feed pets indoors.  Do not let pets run free. 

 Seal openings in attics, basements, porches, sheds, barns and screen chimneys 
that might provide access to bats and other wildlife. 

Report the following: 

 Wild animals that appear sick, show strange behavior, or that have lost their fear 
of humans.  Call OR Fish and Wildlife hotline: 1-866-968-2600 

 If your animal tangles with a wild animal, do not touch your pet without gloves 
and call Josephine County Animal Control for advice:  1-541-474-5458 

 If an animal bites you:  thoroughly clean the wound and flush with a lot of water, 
call animal control (1-541-474-5458) to evaluate the animal, and get to your 
doctor or the nearest emergency room as soon as possible. 


